
COMMUNITY & HOUSING OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

12 JUNE 2024

Minutes of the Community & Housing Overview & Scrutiny Committee of Flintshire 
County Council held as a hybrid meeting on Wednesday, 12 June 2024

PRESENT: Councillor Marion Bateman (Chair)

Councillors: Pam Banks, Gillian Brockley, Helen Brown, Tina Claydon, 
Rosetta Dolphin, David Evans, Chrissy Gee, Ted Palmer, 
Kevin Rush and Dale Selvester

ALSO PRESENT: Councillors: Rob Davies, Dave Hughes and Paul Johnson 
attended as observers

CONTRIBUTORS: Councillor Sean Bibby (Cabinet Member for Housing); Chief 
Officer (Housing and Communities); Service Manager 
Housing Assets; Strategic Housing & Delivery Programme 
Manager and Strategic Finance Manager

IN ATTENDANCE: Community & Education Overview & Scrutiny Facilitator

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR

RESOLVED:
That the appointment of Councillor Marion Bateman as Chair of the Committee 
for the 2024/25 municipal year be noted.

2.22. APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIR 

23. RESOLVED:
24. That Councillor Tina Claydon be appointed Vice-Chair for the 2024/25 

municipal year.

3.25. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (INCLUDING WHIPPING DECLARATIONS)

RESOLVED:
Councillor Ted Palmer declared a personal interest as a Council Tenant.

4.26. MINUTES (Link to Recording)

The minutes from the meeting held on 7 February, 6 March and 22 April were 
approved as a correct record.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meetings held on 7 February minutes, 6 March minutes 
and 22 April, 2024 minutes be approved as a correct record.

https://flintshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/863862/start_time/284000
https://committeemeetings.flintshire.gov.uk/documents/s80713/CH%20OSC%20Minutes%20-%2007.02.2024.pdf?LLL=0
https://committeemeetings.flintshire.gov.uk/documents/s81809/CH%20OSC%20Minutes%20-%2006.03.2024.pdf?LLL=0
https://committeemeetings.flintshire.gov.uk/documents/s81799/CH%20OSC%20Minutes%20-%2022.04.2024.pdf?LLL=0


5. FORWARD WORK PROGRAMME (Link to Recording)

The Overview & Scrutiny Facilitator presented the current Forward Work 
Programme for consideration, which included an update on outstanding 
actions.
The recommendations in the report were supported.

RESOLVED:
(a) That the Forward Work Programme be noted; 

(b) That the Facilitator, in consultation with the Chair of the Committee, be 
authorised to vary the Forward Work Programme between meetings, as the 
need arises; and

(c) That the Committee notes the progress made in completing the outstanding 
actions.

6. COMMUNAL HEATING CHARGES 2024/25 (Link to Recording)

The Chief Officer (Housing and Communities) presented a report which 
proposed recharges for 2024/25.
It was explained that the comments of the Committee would be presented to 
Cabinet at its meeting on 18 June, 2024.
The recommendations in the report were supported.

RESOLVED:
That the Committee support the proposed changes to the current heating 
charges at Council properties with communal heating schemes, as outlined in 
the report.

7. ‘TOGETHER WE CAN’ COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND SELF-RELIANCE 
(Link to Recording)

The Chief Officer (Housing and Communities) presented a report which 
provided an overview of the Audit Wales report ‘‘Together we can’ Community 
resilience and self-reliance’’, which highlighted how building community 
resilience and self-reliance may help reduce reliance on local authority services 
in future, if local authorities shifted from being a ‘direct provider’ to ‘enabler’.
It was explained that the comments of the Committee would be presented to 
Cabinet at its meeting on 18 June, 2024.
The recommendations in the report were supported together with an additional 
motion.

RESOLVED:
(a) That the Committee note the findings and recommendations of the Audit 
Wales ‘Together we can Community resilience and self-reliance’ report; 

https://flintshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/863862/start_time/381000
https://committeemeetings.flintshire.gov.uk/documents/s81816/Appendix%201%20Draft%20Forward%20Work%20Programme.pdf?LLL=0
https://committeemeetings.flintshire.gov.uk/documents/s81816/Appendix%201%20Draft%20Forward%20Work%20Programme.pdf?LLL=0
https://flintshire.public-i.tv/site/mg_bounce.php?mg_a_id=29172&mg_m_id=5558&language=en_GB
https://committeemeetings.flintshire.gov.uk/documents/s81810/Communal%20Heating%20Charges%20202425.pdf?LLL=0
https://flintshire.public-i.tv/site/mg_bounce.php?mg_a_id=29039&mg_m_id=5558&language=en_GB
https://committeemeetings.flintshire.gov.uk/documents/s81811/Together%20we%20can%20Community%20resilience%20and%20self-reliance.pdf?LLL=0


(b) That the Committee note the recommended response in relation to Audit 
Wales recommendations; and

(c) That the Committee recognises the work of numerous voluntary 
organisations and individuals across the County and feedback this to Cabinet 
when considering the report at its meeting on 18th June.

8. HOUSING STRATEGY ACTION PLAN PERFORMANCE UPDATE (Link to 
Recording)

The Chief Officer (Housing and Communities) and Strategic Housing & Delivery 
Programme Manager introduced a report to provide an update on delivery of 
the Housing Strategy Delivery Plan 2019-2024 with a particular focus on the 
financial year 2023/24. 
As requested by Councillor Helen Brown, a briefing note on the risks going 
forward would be circulated to Members of the Committee ahead of the 
Housing Strategy workshops.
The recommendations in the report were supported.

RESOLVED:
(a) That the Committee note the progress on delivery of the Housing Strategy 
Action Plan 2019-2024; and

(b) That the Committee note the changes as outlined in the report to the 
following:

 The alignment of standards and intervention rate for acquisition under 
the Social Housing Grant (SHG) with those under the Transitional 
Accommodation Capital Programme (TACP).

 The updated timeframe for renewal of the current Housing Strategy.
9. VOID MANAGEMENT (Link to Recording)

The Service Manager Housing Assets presented the key figures and key 
activities against the void action plan, as outlined in the briefing note..
Following comments made by Councillor Helen Brown around the positive 
actions of a housing operative, it was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to 
the operative from the Committee.
RESOLVED:

That the update be noted.

10. MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE

None.

(The meeting started at 10am and ended at 11.06am)

https://flintshire.public-i.tv/site/mg_bounce.php?mg_a_id=29174&mg_m_id=5558&language=en_GB
https://flintshire.public-i.tv/site/mg_bounce.php?mg_a_id=29174&mg_m_id=5558&language=en_GB
https://committeemeetings.flintshire.gov.uk/documents/s81812/Housing%20Strategy.pdf?LLL=0
https://flintshire.public-i.tv/site/mg_bounce.php?mg_a_id=29176&mg_m_id=5558&language=en_GB
https://committeemeetings.flintshire.gov.uk/documents/s81842/Void%20Management.pdf?LLL=0


Chair

…………………………………………………

Meetings of the Community & Housing Overview & Scrutiny Committee are webcast 
and can be viewed by visiting the webcast library at http://flintshire.public-
i.tv/core/portal/home

http://flintshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/home
http://flintshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/home

